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Girls and boys win districts
On Thursday, March 3, the WHS boys and girls won their respective district by 
beating Jefferson City at Lebanon. The girls and boys basketball teams will 
travel to Sedalia Wednesday, March 9, for sectional basketball. The girls will play 
Hickman at 6 p.m. and the boys will play Blue Springs South at 7:45 p.m.  Both 
teams will play at State Fair Community College.  Both the boys and girls will be 
the home team for the game and wear white uniforms. Admission to the game is 
$6 per person.

    The Waynesville R-VI School 
District will celebrate Youth Art Month 
with the Ninth Annual District Art Show 
open house from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 6, at the Waynesville Career 
Center. 
    Parents, family members and the 
public are invited to the free open 
house where artwork from all the 
district’s schools will be on display.  
Refreshments will be served and the 
Waynesville High School Jazz Band 
will provide musical entertainment 
during a portion of the open house. 
    The art will remain on display from 
March 7-9 at the WCC and may be 
viewed from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on those 
days.
    Art instructors for the Waynesville 
School District are Heather Allen 
(East Elementary), Susie Shultz (East 
Elementary), Johanna Adamson 
(Freedom Elementary), Garrett Jackson 
(Freedom Elementary), Sheryl Lamme 
(Partridge Elementary), John Rose 
(Wood Elementary), Debbie Akery 
(Thayer Elementary), Faye May 
(Waynesville Sixth Grade Center), 
Melissa Lynch (Waynesville Middle 
School), Nina Huett (Waynesville High 
School), Ronni Jeter (Waynesville 
High School), and Donna Groves 
(Waynesville Career Center).  

District art 
show open 
house Sunday

Artwork 
from last 
year’s 
show by 
Kaleb 
Everts, 
an 8th 
grader at 
the time. 



    Snack in a Pack will host a fundraiser 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, 
at Culver’s Restaurant in St. Robert. 
A portion of the proceeds from every 
purchase made between those hours 
will go to Snack in a Pack to help feed 
Waynesville R-VI students who might 
otherwise go hungry over the weekends 
and holidays. Every purchase counts. A 
flyer is not required. 

Freedom 
Elementary 
kicked off their 
Love of Reading 
week with Poetry 
Alive.  During 
the assembly, 
students watched 
and participated in 
interactive poetry 
skits.  

Louie from the Springfield Cardinals 
visited Freedom Elementary to promote 
the love of reading to students during 
their lunches and showered them with 
high-fives. He brought along a special 
friend, Jake, to help him with reading 
to the students.  Jake read “On Top 
of Spaghetti” by Paul Brett Johnson 
while students ate their lunch and Louie 
visited with students.  Louie brought 
students Springfield Cardinals stickers 
and bookmarks to help celebrate the 
reading event.  

Poetry 
Alive

Snack in a Pack 
fundraiser at 
Culver’s March 8 

    Mike Rutherford, author of The 
Artisan Teacher: A Field Guide to 
Skillful Teaching, met with the district’s 
leadership team to provide training 
on effective coaching using the logic 
model. From time to time, themes that 
describe the technical work of teaching 
will appear with permission from 
Rutherford’s Artisan Teacher Memory 
Jogger. The first is below. 

Rutherford 
trains district 
admin team

PERSONAL PRESENCE: 
The ability of the teacher 
to become a person of 
significance in the lives 
of students and to use 
this position to enhance 
student engagement.



The Freedom 
Elementary 
Librarians, Amber 
Johnson and 
Jennifer Henson, 
hosted a “Super-
Hero Maker Night.”  
At this event, 
students were 
encouraged to use 
their imagination, 
problem solve, 
create and make 
superheroes. 
Students rotated 
through four 
stations. At the 
computer stations, 
students created 
their own superhero 
that could help 
solve a problem 
in the world, as 
well as a villain 
that was creating 
the problem. They 
also created their 
own comic telling 
the story of their 
superhero and 
villain using Comic 
Life. Students then 
moved on to the 
craft station where 
they designed and 
created their own 
superhero shield 
that would protect 
them from any 
harm that might 
come their way.  At 
the last station, 
students used 
Legos and K’Nex to 
design their super 
vehicle to help aid 
the superhero in 
any circumstance 
that it might face.   

    Waynesville High School will hold its National Honor 
Society Induction Ceremony at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 6, in 
the Waynesville High School Auditorium.
    The National Honor Society recognizes outstanding high 
school students. More than just an honor roll, NHS serves to 
recognize those students who have demonstrated excellence 
in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service and character.  
These characteristics have been associated with membership 
in the organization since its beginning in 1921.
    The public is invited to attend this event.

WHS to host NHS Induction Ceremony

By Sariya Rawaekklang, Waynesville 
High School senior
 
    With basketball and wrestling coming 
to an end, it’s time for the senior 
athletes to hang up their jerseys and 
singlets for the very last time. But, we 
cannot forget about the senior girls who 
have cheered them on along the way.
    Cheering has formed many 
unbreakable friendships. “Many of my 
close friends are cheerleaders,” said 
Giselle Yrojo. “I feel like I will always 
be friends with them no matter what 
happens.”
    Meredith McNeill says the best part 
about cheerleading was always getting 
to hang out with her friends.
    These girls shared the most 
unforgettable memories together. 
Rachel Sweeney recalls a time at 
competition when she ate marinara 
sauce, thinking it was tomato soup. 
Elizabeth Bellamy says she’ll never 
forget when someone got hot sauce in 
their eyes. Tyler Simental reminisces 
about State 2014, when she spent hours 
taking a bubble bath.
    Not only did cheerleading leave 
these girls with memories they’ll 
always have, but it also had a positive 
impact on their motivation toward 
school work. Madalene Hashagen says, 
“Cheerleading helped me focus on 
school and made me want to keep up 
my grades so I can keep doing what I 
love.”

WHS senior 
cheerleaders 
share memories



Second grade teacher 
Donna Davis challenged 
her second graders to 
build a house of cards. 
Students were divided 
into four groups and 
each student in each 
group was assigned 
a different job to help 
complete the challenge. 
The students attempted 
to build structures out of 
playing cards, using tape 
to connect the cards. The 
students where shown a 
variety of pictures of card 
houses and brainstormed 
ideas on how to create 
their structure. 

    The WHS Guidance Department will host a presentation from 
the University of Missouri - Columbia at 6 p.m. March 8 in the 
WHS auditorium.  
    The presentation, titled College 101, is for all sophomore and 
junior students and their parents.  
    Parents who have a son or daughter who is college bound are 
strongly encouraged to attend. Topics that will be covered in the 
presentation are:
    1. Discover Your Options
    2. Prepare Yourself
    3. Investigate & Compare
    4. The Application Process
    5. Financing your Education
    6. Learn to Succeed
    For more information, please contact Janell York in the WHS 
guidance office at jyork@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Stacking 
the deck

Miss Missouri McKensie 
Garber presented a 
character education 
program to students at 
Freedom Elementary, 
Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center and Waynesville 
Middle School on Feb. 26.  A 2012 Hale High School 
graduate, Garber competed as Miss Missouri in the Miss 
America Scholarship Pageant in Atlantic City, N.J. Above, 
left, Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman presented Garber 
with a city coin. Above, right, a Freedom Elementary 
student attaches the word ‘respect’ as Garber speaks 
about the importance of respecting yourself and others. 
Below, students participated in the character word study. 

Teachers, support staff, family 
members and friends from the 
Waynesville School District came 
together to help raise funds for 
Special Olympics in the annual Polar 
Bear Strut at Lake of the Ozarks, 
Feb. 27.  This is the 4th year they 
have participated in the event.  The 
Frosty Felines were ranked the top 
team for donations and won the 
most medals for a team. The Frosty Felines team included 
Amy Benson (Thayer), Judy Blystone (Thayer), Brandon 
Blystone (family member and WHS class of 2014 graduate), 
Elsa Dubon (Wood), Mariela Ramos (friend and community 
supporter), Crystal Reiner (Wood), Jody Taylor (Freedom) 
and Christina Vaughan (friend and community support 
from Sonic Corporate). To join this group, contact Crystal 
Reiner at CReiner@waynesville.k12.mo.us. Judy Blystone at 
JBlystone@waynesville.k12.mo.us or Jody Taylor at JTaylor@
waynesville.k12.mo.us. 

WHS to host college-bound 
presentation for parents



    Students of Jenifer Munoz and Troy 
Trusty at Freedom Elementary were 
recently challenged to build bridges as 
part of a STEM Day. 
    The STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) Day began with 
reading the book, “Pop’s Bridge,” by 
Eve Bunting.  After learning about the 
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge and learning that the 
workers were known as “skywalkers,” the students had the 
opportunity to construct their own bridges. 
    Using only a limited number of straws, tape, yarn and 
paper clips, the students were challenged to construct bridges 
that were at least 15 unifix cubes long and would support 
10 “skywalkers” (10 pennies = 1 skywalker).  The students 
followed the Engineering Design Loop and discovered that 
first designs don’t always work.  Designs must be tested and 
redesigned.  In the end, many students successfully met the 
challenge and all enjoyed the experience. 
    As one student expressed it, “At first, I thought this was 
going to be too hard, but it was awesome!” 

Thanks to our AmeriCorps team 
members, especially during this 
AmeriCorps Week March 7-12.

    For the last few weeks, second graders Chanie Latorre and 
Nevaeh Lockwood have met with art teacher, John Rose, 
and music teacher, Vanessa Mason, during RTI time to study 
whales.  
    In their studies, both students learned about the shape, size, 
and anatomy of whales as well as interesting facts about the life 
of whales and how they communicate and survive in the ocean.  
    With Rose, these students sculpted whales, paying close 
attention to the shape and coloring of the whales. With Mason, 
they wrote lyrics to a song about the whales and typed the 
lyrics into composition software.  
    Both girls really enjoyed this collaborative project during 
their RTI time, getting to spend time studying something they 
were both interested in and getting to present what they learned 
in new, fun ways.  They are definitely looking forward to the 
next project.

On March 
1, Thayer 
Elementary 
celebrated 
the Love of 
Reading. 
Students 
dressed 
up as their 
favorite book 
characters. 
Guest readers 
volunteered 
from the PIE 
unit, the 35th 
Engineers.  
Bandit the 
Therapy Dog 
visited from 
the USO 
and listened 
to student 
readers. 
Classes 
participated in 
a variety of Dr. 
Seuss themed 
reading 
activities.

Freedom Elem.
students build 
bridges to support 
their ‘skywalkers’

If you haven’t already done so, would you please 
take a couple of minutes to complete the Patron 

Insight survey about our school district at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

WaynesvilleSchoolDistrict2016StaffSurvey

Whales rock at Wood

Survey of staff members


